The  Nature  of Crowds

"I suppose it may seem strange that a kindly man, such
" as I have pictured the Russian soldier, can be as ferocious
" in attack as he certainly is. Indeed, it is hard to reconcile
"the characteristics of gentleness and mildness and good
" humour with the hideous fury into which men work them-
" selves in battle. The psychology of war is such, however,
"that not only with the Russians, but, I think, with all
" men in the tumult and chaos of action, the characteristics
"of the individuals are merged into the quite foreign per-
"sonality of the mass itself. Individuals who by them-
" selves are the mildest of men, become transformed in
"action into creatures whose own individuality is utterly
" lost. Once the action is over, these same individuals will
"minister to the needs and agonies of their prisoners with
" as much gentleness and sympathy as to men of their own
"race."

Mr. Moreton Prewen's observations on the German
crowd indicate that it descends, as common opinion now
realises, to a lower level than that of any other civilised
European nation. "The more we read German history,"
he says, "the more we discover that the German nature
"aggregates dangerously; that the tendency of any
"German crowd is to be worse than its units. It cannot
"fairly be said that we English are only now finding this
"out at a time when instead of being the ally of Germany
"we are her enemy. Look at what the Duke of Welling-
"ton wrote to his mother in 1807 (Maxwell's 'Life of
"'Wellington'): *I can assure you that from the General
"'of the Germans down to the smallest drummer boy in
"'their legion the earth never groaned under such a set
"'of murdering, infamous villains. They murdered,
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